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Gotikus templomaink jo részé-
ben az eredeti, kdbdl és téglabdl
késziit boltozatok nem veészelték at
az évszazadokat (pl. Kdlcsei refor-
matus templom; Sonkadi reforma-
tus templom). Pusztulasuknak tébb
oka is lehetett: az épités soran be-
kévetkezett hianyossagok, a temp-
lom allapotanak késdbhi leromlasa,
de termeszeti katasztrofak, példaul
tlzvész, vagy jelentdsebb féldren-
gés is. Utdbhira 1834-bdl ismenink
| példat a régioban, melynek soran
| a kbdzépkorbdl szarmazd, erede-
{ ti lefedések tébb templomban is

beszakadtak. Rongalodasuk, vagy
elpusztuttuk utan e boltozatokat
tobbnyire mar nem allitottak helyre,
egyrészt anyagi forrasok, masrészt
| az épitéslikhdz sziikséges szakiu-
das hianya miatt. Helyettik tulnyo-
maoan egyszerlbb megoldas kertilt
a terek folé, fahdl kesziilt sik-, vagy
kazettas mennyezetek formajaban.
A nagyszekeresi templom szenté-
lyének kozépkori boltozata valami-
kor az Ujkorban szintén elpusztult.

Ahhoz, hogy a kodzépkori bol-
Dzatot rekonstrualni lehessen, az
épitészeti szaktudason tdl tSbb
tényez0 egylittallasara is szikseg
volt. A konzoloknak és a faloszlo-
poknak az egykori helyét szeren-
g€re poniosan be lehetett azono-
Sitani. A pontos beazonositast az
is segitette, hogy a kdfaragdk az
egyes elemek tetejére aljara

- rafaragtak egy azonositd, szamot,
megadva a kémiveseknek, hogy m elemet a fal mely sarkaba, ill szakaszan
kell maid elhelyeznilk. Az Orszagge’ Miemleki Felligyeldség 1984-86 kozott dllitotta
helyre a templomot. Az ezt 6z6 dsatashdl eldkerllt kéelemek alapjdn tobb re-
konstrukcios elképzelés is szilletett az egykori boltozatrol. Kéziilik a legvalészinibbet
-~ épitették meg részlegesen, az efedeti darabok felhasznaldsaval. A bordahdlo kizeit

nem falaztak ki téglaval, azaz nem épitették vissza az ugynevezett boltslivegeket, amik
eredetileg a boltozatnak elmaradhatatian részei yoltak. A megépitett boltozat formaja a
15. szazadban és a 16. szazad elején igen eltetiedt volt Kézép<Eurdpa bizonyos része-
in, €s a kbzepkori magyar kiralysag tertileterdl is tﬁbbpeld}aia ismert.
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A 18/ szdzad végén mar a Fels6-Tisza-vidék plinden reformétus templomaban
voltak fé5tett berendezési targyak. A legtébb gyl et a 18. szazad végére Ergsoddtt
meg anmyira, hogy a mar helyreallitott templomz
doft felallitani. Ezeket a raj SyS75
re készittették el -hanepdf tébb éven belil. Nagyszekeresen a szoszéket 1773-ban, a
karzatot csak 10 evvel'kesobb késziteife, de ugyanaz a mester, aki a Felsé-Tisza-videk
legtébbet foglalkoztgtott festG-as sa volti Vasvari Odor Gabor. /
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Biserica reformata din Nagyszekeres

Zona Tisei superioare a fost deopotriva protsjata si din cénd in cénd distrusa de apele Tisei, So-
mesului 3i Crasnei. In urma inundatiilor repetate si a baltini apei a luat fintd o veritabild lume a miastinilor,
inconjurata de rauri, care a oferit refugiu Tmpotriva ostilor venite dinspre Asia sau dinspre Europa. Zona
Szatmar-Bereg, finutul Rétkdz, sau Campia Nirului a fost un finut al apelor pana in perioada secolului XX,
eand s-au inceput luerdrile de regularizare a raurilor. In ciuda greutatileor cauzate, lumea apelor, miastina a
aoferit si protectie. Acesti factori fac mostenirea construita de aici cu adevarat valoroasa, pentru ca pozitia
izolata a conservat patrimoniul construit medieval, supravietuind secolele de distrugeri. Densitatea neo-
bisnuita a bisericilor medievale, structura asezdrilor ramasa in stadiul satelor mici sunt teate rezultate ale
acestor conditii de dezvoltare istorics. Aceasta lume a miastinilor se regaseste in miniatura in jurul bisericii
reformate din Nagyazekeres.

Biserica dedicata Sfintei Fecioare, azi mopement-arfost conatruitd pe o insuld micuta inconjurata de
apele paraului Gogd-Szenke. Lonalrtaiea_eete Jcuncacuta Thod din aecolul X, denumlrea ei dovedeste c&
a fiost locuitd de servitori al domnitonuu, carutasu (szekeres—carutag). Constructia gotica tarzie, datats din
aecolul ¥\ initial a asigurat si rol dﬁﬁparare Pe vremuri, pana n aecolul XWIIl. accesul pe inauld era posibil
numai pe un pod de lemn. A‘ty}fn si insula-era fortificatd cu-pafisads. n Evul Mediu si ulterior in perioada
ocupatiei otomane satul aveao puzrtle strategica, find situat pe o artera comerciald intre Ardeal 91 Zonele
muntoase din nord-estul grigana. Din acest motiv localitatea rel numercasd a suferit de mai multe ori
n secolul XV1. ai XV, fird de mai mults of-pradata. Poaf ra exceptie este biserica de pe micuta
i 3 i ri mai mici. Insa atacurile mai mari nu puteau
- 717 tatarii au pradat 5i au incendiat localitatea,
i-au omorat pe toh cei stransi in bisericd. Distrugerealera de nedescris. Navaﬁrea tatard din 1717 a fost
asemanatoare nu cea din 124‘1 tatarii au pustiit tot cé au gasit in cale, au luat cu el tot ce se putea din
aat, pe oalTlenll gaaLh la_lucru Ee camp Si pe copii i-ab rapit, batrani iati in biserica 9i cei care
se opuneau £u arme au fost omerati fara exceptie. Structura bi
goticului trziu-din-Satmar. Nava si corul sunt fiancate cu
cea sud-estica sunt ritmate de ferestre cu menouri goti
de |legatura dintre clopetnita i bL&enca ga&lm poarta
realizatd Th 1773 are mai multe
de clopethita din lemn, ita in secolul XV
totodata legatura cu bisericii. Clopotni

axa fatadei veatice a bmalcu aub partea
ica, sculptatd din piatra. Coroana amvonului,

a vestica a biaericii eate ﬂanc'.até
ingonjuratd de un tintirim-cu-stil baroc, realizeaza
de lemn are o forma aolidd, iarcoifu fru turnulete
sl acoperis de sindrila. Cldpotnita a fost ta probabil la sfarsitul secolului XVIIl,|poartd un clopot de
o sutd de kilograme, tu| in 1802. In oritatea bisericilor noastre gotice boltirile criginale din piatra
ai din zidare nu au supravieiuit secolele(fistoriei (ex: biserica reformata din Kolcae, biseriga reformata din
Sonkad). Distrugerea acestora a avut mai multe cauze: deficiente in executarea |Ucrislor originale, de-
teriordri ulterioare in atarea constructiei, lsau catastrofe naturale, de exemplu incghdiféaj..l cutremure mai
miari. Un astfel de cutremur este cuncacut in regiune din 1834, in urma caruia mdl riulte boitin din biseric
medievale s-au prabusit. Dupd aceate avarii sau in unele cazuri distrugeri totale miajoritatea nu au ma fost
reconatruite, din cauza resurselor financiare imitate i a| lipsei cunustlntelor{é specialitate. Spatiile sunt
nchise cu metode mai simpliste, prin tavane in plan realizate din lemn, de ﬂpﬁa case‘taie Bolta medievala
a oorulm bisericii din Magyszekeres s-a distrus, |a fel cindya inspoca nyadema

Pentru a reconstrui boltirea medievald, in afara de wmgbritele arhitecturale este nevoie de co-
existenta mai multor factori. Din fericire s-a-putut identifica sxact pnmtla conaclelor ai pilastrilor. Aceasts
identificare a fost usurata de vechii pietrari, care au giaﬂ!l"ﬁate un numéar de identificare pe fiecare element

pentru a semnala zidarilor locul exact al elementului respectiv: in care colt, in ce erdine. Inspectoratul

MNational al Monumentelor a renovat biserica intre anii 1984-85. Sipaturie premergatoars au scos a
iveala mai multe elemente conatructive de piatra profilata. Pe baza studierii acestora 3-au nascut mai
multe teorii despre bolta originala. Cea mai probabila dintre aceste teoril a fost transpusa in realitate prin
reconstruire partiala, folosind elementele de piatra originale. Golurile dintre nenvuri nu au fost umplute cu
zidarie, deci asa-numitele calote, parti integrante ale bolfilor de odinicara nu au fost reconatruite. Forma
boltii reconatruite a fost larg raspanditd in Eurocpa centrald a secolelor XV, 3i inceputul secolului XV, cu-
noscandu-se mai multe exemple si de pe teritoriul Regatului Maghiar medieval. La sfarsitul secolului XL
congregatile reformate din zona Tisei superioare au reusit 53 se intdreasca suficient pentru a-si permite
ormnarea interioarelor de biserici cu mobilier pictat: masa sfanta ai amvonul au fost primele, scoase astfel in
evidentd, dar de obicei au urmat 3i tavanele de lemn, baluatrada galeriilor, bancile ai scaunele prectilor. Pe
cei ce au realizat aceste obiecte il numim astézi tAmplari-zugravi, de fapt tAmplari care au putut Tmpodobi
cu picturd obiectele realizate. La Magyszekeres de exemplu acelasi mester, Gabor Vasvari Odor, a realizat
atat amvenul cat si balustrada galeriei, insa cu 10 ani mai tarziu.
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Calvinist church in Nagyszekeres

The rivers Tiaza, Szamoa and Krassna brought both protection and destruction to the Upper Tieza
region. In the arma of the rivers, the swamp werld that came to existence due fo inland waters and flioods
provided shefter against the hosta coming from Asia and Europe. The regiona of Szatmar-Bereg, Rétkiz and
Myiri-Mezdaég were the empires of the waters until the 18th century, when the reguiation of rivers began.
Despite the difficulties, the empire of the waters and the swamp world provided protection. This fact makes
the built heritage of the region unique, as due to that isolation, the heritage of the Middle Ages had a chance
to aurvive those bloody times. The wide rmnge of medieval churches and the small village settlement atructure,
which i3 unique in the Great Plain, are tracea of that. An ultimate trace of that swamp world can be seen in the
surmoundings of the Reformed church in Magyszskeres.

The church dedicated to the Virgin was built on a small island surrounded by the atreama Gogd and
Szenke. According to its name, which has besrprkmewn-sinee the late 12th century, the village was inhabited
by royal servants, coachmen. Criginally, the-15th century late Gothic style building also provided protection
functions. In the past, a wooden bridg&:laftuﬂ'le island, and until the18th century, it could only be approached
by that. In those days, the island)wés surmounded by a palisade. In the Middle Ages, and also during the
Turkish occupation, Nagyazehe vvag_lucsa'ta:l along a very important frade route that linked Trensylvania
with northeastern mountain . As a reault, the relatively largely populated village suffered a lot, and in
the late 16th cemtury and ’T?ﬂﬁc&lﬂuy,rtbecameaw:tlmof ids many times. Perhaps, the only excep-
tion was the church built-an the small island;-which ion against the amaller mida. Howewer,
neither the water nor the determination of the people of lage was able to repulse the significant attacks.

, the Tatar raids in 1717 were similar to the Tatar
invasion of124‘r ﬁemmdwmmaﬂeverywhae Evaythlngwaaiaken Those who were able to work were
nulectadﬁnmﬂwewﬂagesawdtteﬁelda and tied. Thelelderly, the armed and thoae eacaping to churches
: | the traditions of Szatmar in the

& created in 1773, lts gallery originates from|1783. The

The muilti richly divided
western side of the church is bell tower created in the 1.8th century, whi dttached
to the entrance by a ick wooden bell tower is surmounted ,andia

created in the late 18th century. s one hundred kllcgram
churches, the onginal vaults made of sione a:}d brick did not
manage to aurvive the centuries. (e.g. the d church of Kolcae, the Reformed ciurch of Scnkad) Their
destruction may have had several reasons: deficienciesioccurring during the mnsh'l._ﬂion,brcoeaa, the later
decay of the church’s cendition, natural digasters, fire, of significant earthquakes. As an i]listration, due to the
earthquake in 1834, the original medieval toverings of several churches cellapsed. Following their damage or
destruction, most of the vaults were not réstored due to the lack of financial rescufesa on the one hand, and
to the lack of competence on the other. Ad a solution, they were mostly replac;aﬁ—ﬁy more simpde structures in
the form of flat- or cassette-style ceilings made of wood. The nﬂm'al \eaulfgf"ihe sanctuary in the church of
Nagysrekeres was also destroyed somewhere-in the New Age-— /
e

The reconstruction of the medieval vault required mmpeter@«ii/addiﬁon to other factors. Thank Ged,
it was poasible to identify the exact locationa of the criginal consoles and wall columna. The identification
ﬂmﬁmaboampmhadbyﬂmidenﬁﬁcaﬁonmrbeﬂﬁéthestﬂmﬂemhadm into the tops and

. bottoma of certain elements so that the masons would be able to determine their exact positions. The church

wasa restored between 1984 and 19BE by the Mational Office of Cultural Heritage. On the basis of the astone
elements, which were found during the excavations prior to the reconstruction process, several concepta
concemning the restoration of the vault were borm. Out of those concepts, the seemingly most authentic was
partialty implemented with the use of the original elernents. The apacea of the network of ribs were not bricked,
that ia, the sa-called vault caps, which originally were compulsory elements of the vault, were not reinatalled.
The form of the consiructed vault was widespread in cerlain regions of Central Europe in the 15th century and
the early 16th century. In addition, several of thia are alac known in the temritory of the Kingdom of
Hungary. The Calvinist congregations had strengthened by the end of the 18th century, so there were painted
furniture in every churches acroas the Upper-Tiaza region, eg: the table of the lord, the pulpit, and generally the
wooden ceiling, the gallery, the clerical chairs and the benches. Their producers today are called painter-join-
ers, they were actually canpenters, who could decorate their worka with painting. Gabor Odor Vasvar was the
most employed joiner-painter of the region, he made the pulpit in Nagyszekerea in 1773, and the gallery as
well, but only 10 years after. "
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A kozépkon templomok Utia cimen szuletett meg az a tematikus Givonal, amely a Krpdt-medencében egyedildl-
I0 vallasi €s kuturdlis orokséggel szereiné melyrehatdan megsmertztni az érdekiidtkst. Bz a ematkus Gtvonal hivatott
bemutatni a vakaha eqgy toriénet régiot alkotd, Eszakkelet- Magyarorszég, Kérpétalia, valamint a Partium északi részénsk
kozépkon egyhdzl orokségét. Az Otvonal teruletleg a magyarorszag Szaboles-SzatmdrBereg, a roménial Szatmdr &s az
ukrajnal Karpatalja megyén halad keresztil, amelyet behdbizzak kozos trténelmi gyokersk. Kéimpétaka kozépkor templomai
Jelentik a nyugati kereszténység keled hatdrvonalat, itt & véoet gotika &5 vesa kezdstét a fa templomok foldjs s az ortodoma.
A wiharos torténelm( Karpataljdn wharos milfa volt a templomoknak is. Sokuk elpusziult a tatdrdrds utdn, a reformécic
eldretorésével soma a protestdnsokhoz kerulisk, szamos leggstt a kora Ukor szabadsdg kizdeimeben, a szovst idkben,
tobb esetben ksien hazabdl ateista mizeum lett Méra az id6, a toriénelem megmyugodott és az egyhdz ordkség tunsta
l&tvaryossagaa valt. Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bersg megys, kozépkon templomokban Magyarorszag egyik legoazdagabb wdéke, a
kozépkon templomoknak it olyan sird héldzatuk maradhatott fent, amely egyedilélld. Szaimér és Bereg kozépkor egyhda
orokségének eoyed hangulatdt dézik a kisméretll templomok, a melléjuk épitett fa harangtomyok, a gazdagon fennmaradt
kozépkon freskok, a festett karzatok, a diszes kazettds mennyezstek, faragott szdszékek. Az Alitkd kozépkon templomainak
nagy része a torok dilésok Aldozatévd valt. Bz a veek dital korbezért vidék azonban tavol tartotta magatdl a hoditd hadakat, az
idegen kultbrakat. lgy maradhattak fent paratian gazdagsagukban és szépségukben ezek a kis kozépkon templomok, amelysk
ékszerdobozal ennek a vidéknek.

Bissrica medievali a fost modul de a aborda drumul tsmatc, care vrea s3 famlarzeara in profunzme pe osi interesat],
unicul patrimoniu cutural s religios in Bazinul Carpatic. Acest drum tematic este destinat si prezinte painmoniul ecleziastic
medisval in Nord-Vestul Unganei, Transcarpatia &1 Nordul Partiumulul, care odat3 era sa formsze o intreaga regiune istonca.
Drumul care posedd comune radécini istorice, din punct de veders geografic, trece prn judetul Szabolcs—Szahﬂér-Berag din
Ungana, judeful Satu Mare din Romania, i Transcarpatia din Ucraina. Bisenicile medisvale din Transcamahca formeaza granita
Esticd pentru crestinismul Ooodental. Aici se termind gotica, &1 incepe tara bisenci din lemn & a Bisericii Ortodoxe. Istoria
turbulentd aTrans-:arpa‘um €ra 5 isiona zbuciumats a bisenci. Multe dintre ele au fost distruse dupa rwazia mongods, si dupd
aparitia Reformei au fost luate de Protestant. Mults dintre ele au fost arse in lupta de libertate a epoci, in peroada sovieticd, in
mults cazun caseks lui Dumnezeu au fost ransformates in muzes ateists. Peniru astazl impul s istora s-a relaxat, 51 patnmoniul
bsericesc a devenit o atractis turistica.

The Routs of Medieval Churches is the name of the thematic route designed with the intsnbion of thoroughly familianising
interested tounsts with a unigue regious and cultural hertags in the Carpathian Basin, This thematic routs was created with
the purpose of presenting the medieval ecclesiastical heritage of three geographical units, which formed a historical region in
the past: Northeast Hungary, Karpatala (Subcarpathia) and the northem area of the region called Parbum. The route crosses
Szabolcs-Szatméar-Bereg county on Hungarian temitory, SzaiménSatu Mare county in Romania and Transcarpathia (Zakarpat-
ska oblast’) in Ukraine. & web of common historical roots ties together these three administrative units. The medieval churches
in Kamatalia (Subcarpathia) represent the eastem frontier of Western Chistianity, this is the region whers Gothic architecture
meets the wooden churches charactenstic to the Greek Orthodox denomination. The region itself had a tumultuous history
and the past of its churches constitutes no exception with regard to this observation. Many of them had been destroyed during
the Mongel Invasion of Europe, the remaining ones were ssized ong after another by the Calvinists as the Reformation gained
ground, a large number bumed down during the freedom fights of Early modem history and, in Seviet times, churches were
often transformed into museums for atheists. We live now in peaceful tmes, in a calm penod of history - hence, churches
became tourists” atiracions. Szabolcs-Szaimér-Bereg county is one of the richest areas in Hungary in what concemns medigval
churches A unigue network of medieval churches has been preserved here. The small churches, the wooden beffries standing
next to them, the medieval frescoes which sl exist in so many places, the painted galleries, the richly decorated coffered -
cedings and the carved pulpits evoke the unigue atmosphers charactenshc o the ecclesiastical hentags of the histoncal
Szatmér and Bereg counties. Unfortunately, the major part of the medieval churches on the Great Hungarian Plain (Alfold) have
been devastated by the Ottoman Turks. Nongtheless, the watsrways and kakes surounding this region kept conguenng armies
and foreagn cultures away. In this manner, these tiny medieval churches, real jewels of this area, could have been preserved
together with their unparalieled nchness and beauty.
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